DTanng The Shows
Critic Takes a Second Look At Dorsey Boys, Enjoys If °

By GABE GABRIEL

After a nervous start several
weeks ago as the Summer re.
placement for the Saturday
Jimmie Gleason show, the Dor-
sey brothers deserve a second
look and this reviewer took
it the evening of Aug. 8. These
boys are too good In the world
of popular music to write them
off as just another fair TV at-
traction.

They have improved. The
brothers ap{)ear to have master-
ed the multitude of distractions
in a TV studio and have learn-
ed how to be at ease before the
cameras,

However, the show as a whole
continues to be what it was at
the beginning—just a one-hour
presentation of some good-to-
fair gots ranging from acroba-
tics to ballad singers. Inter-
spersed are  some orchestra
numbers which are, as usual
with the Dorsey outptit, excel:
lent.

Even though as a variety
show it will never put the Glea-
gon show out of the running
(that boy Gleason is smart
enough not to give himself com:
petition if he can help it), the
Dorsey “Stage Show" is still bet-
ter than most variety hours on
TV. It is better because each act

is given adequate opportunity
to do a real routine, rather than
a hasty sampling which never
quite satisfied an audience, If
the program presents five acts,
each act is allowed time enough
to make an impression. Too
many variety shows run 'em
in and run 'em off! an act hard.
ly gets started before another
act is introduced.
Some Demerits

On the debit side of “Stage
Show" are the continued use of
a microphone sticking up into
the TV screen when the Dorseys
and some of the othet acts are
performing, the persistence in
using overhead shots of the acts
when they enter and exit (mak.
ing them all look like squat
little people) and the continued
useof long shots of the Dorsey
band stand which puts the mu-
siclans so faraway that a view-
er thinks he 1s sitting in the last
row of the Rose Bowl. One can
only assume these arc faults
committed by the production
staff, not the Dorseys.

Another awkward characteris-:
tic of the show is the practice
of the two Dorseys sharing the
visible stage microphone on
their anouncements, It {s com:
mendable for the boys to have a
share-and-sharealike policy be-

tween them, but it would be bet-
ter showmanship if they con.
veyed this Impression by other
means than a Slamese-twin
technique.
Some Merits

On the credit side of the show
of the eighth was the use of
spotlights on a black stage to
highlight members of the or-
chestra in a productionnumber
treatment of a “South Pacific”
medley. This was well staged.
Aiso on the credit side was the
presentation of one of the clev-
erest acrobatio acts this report-
er has seen on TV. The name of
the team escaped me, but it
consists of a good-looking girl
with a pair of the strongest
shapely legs in the business and
a partner made up as an old
guy she gets up from the audi.
ence, When the doll puts this
unwilling, be:spectacled geezer
through some gymnastics it's as
funny an act as anybody needs.

Also to the credit of this ap-
pearance of “Stage Show” was
the jazz orchestra of Red Allen
and Cozy Cole, an aggregation
of 10 madmen that can set the
jive crowd screaming with de-
light, Jackie Miles, monologist,
also contributed to the overall
favorable impression with some
good comedy chatter, even

4 Local Men
On Air Duty

among those who are participat-
ing in a 15.day tour of active
duty with the 462nd Tactical Re:
connaissance

AUG. 16, 1954

YORRANCE HERALD

Threa

though he blew one of his best
punch lines at the finish when
the floor director threw him off
pace with one of thase crazy
signals the audience never sees.

In short, “Stage Show" has
probably hit its pace by now,
is good enough and isn't such
stuff as will run Jackie Gleason
back to the night clubs for a
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ciated with John C. Feys, well:
known theater operator, in man.
agement of the new Lincoln
DrivedIn Theater in Anaheim, it
wag announced here today.

The $200,000 drivein theater
is the first in California to be
equipped with a big picture eva-
lite sereen which will project
pictures up to a 2 to 1 ratio.
It will improve the view of pa.
trons parked at the side of the
theater, Fey, said.

The drivedh covers 17 acres
of ground, and is constructed

Joe Greene Set to Open New Drive-In

so that all cars and viewers
will have a close-up view of the
screen, he declared.

The theatre will accommodate
800 cars, After a threeday
grand opening, the drivein will
change programs each Sunday
and Wednesday, For the chil-
dren, two color cartoons will be
shown on each program,

Art Price, formerly of the
Tower Theatre in Kansas City,
and more recently manager of
the Vermont Drive:In, will man-
age the theater, Prices will be
$1.25 per car load.

BE SURE TO CHECK SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENTS ON REVERSE SIDE.

Greene has been associated
with Feys' organization for some
time, Feys has encouraged

‘The Grand Tour' Set
For Steel Hour Show

Julie Haydon, one of the most
magical ladies of the Amerioan
theatre,

will make one of her

rare television appearances when
she co-stars with Zachary Scott
i “The Grand Tour” on the
United States Steel Hour, tomor-
row at 9:30 pm, Channel 7.:

The Elmer Rice play, firet
produced on Broadway several
seasons ago, concerns the poig-
nant adventures of a spinster
school teacher and a charming
embezzler for whose love she
sacrifices her future dreams,
her security, and a possible mlr
Hlapn

Greene's theatrical career, which
has included a number of mo:
vies and TV appearances,

He portrayed the sheriff in
the Hopalong Cassidy series.
“A Star is Born and “Apa-
che” are his lRfPSf movlns
ENERGY FQUlVALI"NT
Sugar, fixed in green plant
leaves yearly is estimated to
represent energy equal to 300
billion tons of coal,
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T-—Harbor Theater
ll—Faature Film
BI‘ Theater

45—
9100

iy
Stars
But in M; stery
Western Varieties
Pride of Family
9-PCL Baseball
9:30— 2—-Our Miss Brooks
4-—-Soundstage
T—Movietime
10:00-~ 2—Star Theater
4—Foreign Intrigue
5—Modern Movies
ll~Muuchl Chairs
‘en O'clock Theator
10;30— Z—MYutery Tales

T—Clete Roberts
9—World News
13—Criswell Prediots
10:45— 9—Sports (Glass
7—Frestige Theater
158 nrh News l

1“1""‘1’

=

11:00— 2
4 11 Newl, Sntth
1 Mov
1115 2 Late New-

11—Jackson's Theater
4-Late Movies

2-Finley's Late Show
Fibal Edition

11:20
11:30

}3 :058‘ 9—Jukebox

00— 2—Chronoscope
4, 5, 11--News, Sports
13—0wl Movie

11:05— 5—Hawthorne

11:15—~ 2—News

4—Howdy Doody
5—Western Feature
7—Jack Owens Show
9-—Gene Norman Show
1—Cartcon Time
13—Webster Webfoot
6:00— 2—Comedy Shorts
4--McElroy at Sunset
9—Action Theater
11—Thunderbolt

SHOWS FOR

WEEK DAYS
10:00—~ 4-Ding Dong School
11:00—-11—The Little Schoolhouse|
11:30--11—Sheriff John's Lunch
§:00— 4—Pinky Lee Show »

2—-Space Funnies M-T-Th
5:15— 2—Space Funnies W-F
5:30— 4—Howdy Doody

2-The Little Rascals

11--Cartoon Time

15—Webster Webfoot
9—Capt Video
100—~11-—Thunderbolt
6:30—11—-Time for Beany

11-Jackson Theater
11:20-- 4-Late Date Movies
11:30—~ 2—Finley's Late Show
1:00—11—News, Sports

E CHILDREN

SATURDAY
3:00— 2—Capt. Jet
§:00~11—Cartoon Carnival
5:30-~ 2—Contest Carnival S
11--Adventures of Blinky ~
5:45-11—The Princess
6:00-11-Time for Beany

SATURDAY, AUG. 7:00— 2—-Major Bouts
4:00— 9-Little Lcngue BulobAH Tid5— LMe%c Allen, Sports \
6:00— 1—~Snlurday lghts 8:30— 5—Wrestling {
8:15— 7-—Leglon ing THURSDAY

SUNDAY 8:15— 9-Baseball
1:30— 9-—Baseball 0:00~=13Sl0ck Car Buces
2:30-11-—Jalopy Derby mxmw
4100 S-Duabnll 650 4 s News
700 4— ()lsnn-(‘n;(\-llml Fight

8: 15_9_413},; Fp-n. 7:30— 4—Sports Great Moments |
8:30— 5—Roller Derby 8:15— 9-—Basehall |

9 Olymnln Baxln;
._

1\'
- 98— P(‘l. l)nmhaﬂ
WEDNESDAY
1:00— 9-PCL Baseball
330 9-Game of Week

Any program deviations
from this log are the result
of last-minute changes by
the stations,




